ASTftONOMY

Sciences" in 1687, which were brought from Siam by M. de
Loubere of the French Embassy, and subsequently examined
and explained by the celebrated Cassini,    They were and are
known as the 'Tables of Siam".    Two other sets of tables
were afterwards received from French Missionaries, then in
India.    These were called the "Tables of Crishabouram and
Narsapur."    But they remained unnoticed till the return of
the French astronomer Le Gentil, who had been in India,  for
the purpose of observing the transit of Venus in 1769. During
his stay there, he employed himself in acquiring a knowledge
of Indian astronomy, being instructed by the Brahmins of
Trivalore, in the method used by them, of calculating the
eclipses ; and they communicated to him their tables and rules
which   were  published   by   Le   Gentil,  as   the   "Tables   of
Trivalore", in the memoirs of the Academy in 1772.    It is
however to another  Frenchman   M.  Bailey,  the author of
"Traite de Tastronomie Indienne", that we owe the full discus-
sion regarding the antiquity of the four tables referred to, and
to which he devoted an entire volume.  Professor Play fair made
an elaborate investigation into Bailey's work and presented it to
the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 1790.   Thus in Europe, the
knowledge about the Hindu astronomy was first dessiminated.
Colebrooke in his "Miscellaneous Essays" IL, p. 447 said
long ago, "The Hindus had undoubtedly made some progress
at an early period in the astronomy cultivated by them, for the
regulation of time.   Their calendar, both civil and religious,
was governed chiefly not exclusively by the sun  and the
moon; and the motions of these luminaries were carefully
observed by them and with such success, that their determina-
tion of the moon's synodical revolutions, which was what they
were principally concerned with, is a much more correct one
than the Greeks ever achieved."    But "whatever may have
been the period," pertinently remarked Prof*    Max Muller in
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